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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF 
 
 
Welcome to our first publication of the Darien-Woodridge Fire Protection District Annual Report. Within 
these pages you will find highlights of the many activities, accomplishments and incidents our personnel 
were involved with over the past year. We also had some personnel changes due to retirement, disability 
and resignation. This year we hired three new firefighter/paramedics and made three promotions to 
Lieutenant, Deputy Chief, and Fire Chief. 
 
Once again our tax rate went down this year from 0.4750 to 0.4568. The District Board approved a 
balanced working budget for fiscal year 2008/09. An eroding tax rate and increases in the costs that we do 
not have control over will continue to impact our operating budget. This is still one of the many 
challenges facing the District. With this and other challenges, the importance of developing a strategic 
plan is magnified. That is our goal in the upcoming year. 
 
Please enjoy the information contained in the Annual Report. If you would like to contact me I can be 
reached at (630) 910-2200, or via email at wmessenger@dwfd.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
Wayne Messenger 
Fire Chief / Administrator 
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HISTORY 
As this annual report is our first, it would be fitting that we explain 
how the Darien-Woodridge Fire District came to be. 
 
The history of the Darien-Woodridge Fire District is the story of two 
fire districts, the Downers Grove Estates Fire District and the 
Belmont Fire District. In 1988 they merged and became one 
organization, the Darien-Woodridge Fire District.   
 
The Downers Grove Estates Fire District was organized in the late 
1940's by a group of residents near Main St. and 63rd St. in 
unincorporated Downers Grove. The homeowners established the 
department and built a station at 1133 Adelia. In the early 1960's, it 
became obvious that there needed to be a more centrally located 
station. Therefore, a fire station at 2425 75th Street was built and put 
into service. The Adelia station was used until 1986, when it was 
sold. 
 
By the early 1970's the department hired its first full-time members. 
For a number of years three men were on duty during the day. Paid-
on-call personnel manned the station at night and on the 
weekends. By 1983, the full-time staff had gone to a 24 on 48 off 
schedule, supplemented at night and weekends by paid-on-call 
personnel.  
 
In 1987, the department went through two name changes. The first 
lasted less than two months. In order to differentiate this department 
from Downers Grove, the Downers Grove name was dropped, and 
the Estates Fire Protection District was born. However, it became 
clear that a new name reflecting the area of coverage would be 
better. Therefore, the name was changed to the Darien-Woodridge 
Fire Protection District.  

 
The Belmont Fire Protection District tends to parallel that of Downers Grove Estates. The people who 
lived in the unincorporated areas west of Dunham Road north of 63rd Street were being provided fire 
protection by the Downers Grove Fire Department on a pay as needed basis, until 1969 when Downers 
Grove said they would not provide protection to that area. The residents then started the Belmont Fire 
District, with a station located at 59th and Belmont.  
 
In 1987, the Trustees of both Darien-Woodridge and Belmont Fire Districts entered into discussions about 
merging the two departments into one, and the question was taken to the voters in 1988.  The voters 
agreed and effective November 1988 the two departments became one organization, under the name of 
the Darien-Woodridge Fire Protection District.  
 
In 1990, station #3 was opened at 87th and Lemont Rd. This station was placed to cover the south end of 
the district area to improve the response times to the southeast corner of the District.   
 
In the 1990’s it became clear that the station at 75th Street needed to be replaced. A new headquarters 
station at 7550 Lyman was completed and opened in late summer of 1998, and the old station on 75th 
Street was sold and torn down for a shopping center. 
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DARIEN-WOODRIDGE FIRE DISTRICT 
 
Mission Statement 
The District dedicates itself to preserving life and property by providing with pride, honor, and integrity 
the highest quality of professional service to humanity through public education, fire prevention, 
emergency medical/rescue services and fire suppression. 
 
What is a Fire District? 
A Fire Protection District is a legal entity created by a vote of the residents within the service area. The 
purpose is to provide emergency fire, medical, and related services. The District is not connected in any 
way with local municipalities and they do not receive funds from them. Real estate tax is the major source 
of revenue, and a fire protection district does NOT receive income or sales tax revenue.  

 
 
Dispatching 
Emergency calls were dispatched from the 
old fire station on 75th Street until 1995, 
when an agreement was entered into with the 
Pleasantview Fire District to have a joint 
dispatch center. The center is located at 
Pleasantview station 1, in LaGrange 
Highlands. All emergency fire alarms, phone 
calls, and radio traffic is handled from this 
location. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Service Area  
The Darien-Woodridge Fire District 
is approximately 12 square miles. We 
protect the eastern portion of 
Woodridge, the western portion of 
Darien, and a small, unincorporated 
area of DuPage County. The rough 
boundaries are I-355 on the west, I-
55 on the south, Cass Ave on the 
east, and 55th St on the North. The 
ISO insurance rating is a class 3. 
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FIRE STATIONS 
             Station 1 

 
 7550 Lyman 

 
 
Station 2 

 
 

                            5901 Belmont 
 
 
             Station 3 

�
 8687 Lemont 
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Darien-Woodridge Fire 
Protection District  

Organization Chart  
 
 

Board of Fire Commissioners

Administrative Secretary

Administrative Assistant

Public Education

Fire Prevention Director

District Accountant SUFD Training Secretary

5 FT FF/PM
4 PT FF

3 Lieutenants

Battalion Chief Black Shift

5 FT FF/PM
4 PT FF

3 Lieutenants

Battalion Chief Red Shift

5 FT FF/PM
4  PT FF

3 Lieutenants

Battalion Chief Gold Shift

Deputy Chief

Fire Chief Administrator

Board of Trustees
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FIRE DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 
 
Board of Trustees 
The board of trustees of a fire protection district constitutes the "corporate authority" of the District and 
exercises "all of the powers" and controls "all the affairs and property of such district". Some of their 
specific responsibilities include: 

·  Engage in the acquisition, maintenance, and operation of fire stations, facilities, vehicles and 
equipment for the prevention and control of fire and the recovery of drowning victims;  

·  Provide "...adequate protection from fire for lives and property" and regulate the prevention and 
control of fire;  

·  Appoint and prescribe the duties and compensation of the officers and other full time employees 
of the district;  

·  Levy taxes for all corporate purposes of the district.  

 
Members: 
 
Robert “Bob” Klein, President 
George H. Nelson, Secretary 
Thomas F. Cameli, Treasurer 
Frank J. Burns, Trustee 
Sharon A. Cattaneo, Trustee 
 
Board of Fire Commissioners 
The Board of Fire Commissioners is responsible for the hiring and promotion of sworn personnel. 
 
Members: 
 
H. James McGill, Chairman 
Edward Cryer, Secretary 
Leo Rasp, Commissioner 
 
Fire Chief / Administrator 
Chief Wayne Messenger has spent his career at the Darien-Woodridge Fire District. He began as a paid-
on-call member in 1977; and joined the career ranks in 1980. Chief Messenger has held all positions in 
the Fire District and was named Fire Chief/Administrator in 2008.  
  
Deputy Chief 
Deputy Chief Lambright joined the fire service in 1976 with Darien-Woodridge as a part time/paid-on-
call firefighter. He attended EMT and Paramedic school and 30 years later still maintains his Paramedic 
license. His full time career has taken him through the Burbank and Chicago Fire Departments, and in 
1988 back to Darien-Woodridge as a full-time firefighter. He was appointed to the position of Deputy 
Chief in September 2008. 
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PERSONNEL 
 
The District consists of 29 sworn, 21 part-time, 7 administrative/support. Shift staffing is 13 assigned 
personnel per day with a minimum of 11 members on duty at all times. There are three shifts, each 
working 24 hours and being off 48. 
 
 
Career Members 
Eric Baran 
Jay Breitsameter 
Mark Cooper 
Seth Dale  
Valerie Feld 
Pat Foley 
Steve Gorsky 
Jim Hobbs 
Brian Isley 
Jim Karasek 
Keith Kaschub 
Dan Krakora 
Jimmy Lahanis 
Shawn Lamb 
Dave Lambright 
Darren Lino 
John Maggio 
Tom Mahn 
Wayne Messenger 
Vince Phillips 
Steve Porter 
Rick Sanborn 
Robin Skamser 
Brian Skopec 
Jim Skrabel 
John Tabisz  
Jamie Tunk 
Carl Witt 
Jay Worden 

 
Part-Time Members 
Tiffany Baker 
Kyle Dillon 
Matt Duffy 
Dan Fagan 
Bill Geary 
Anthony Hatcher 
Dustin Hermes 
Art Kutman 
Dave Miller 
Joe Molinari 
Darrell Parrish 
Jennifer Phillips 
Donna Ruch 
Jeremy Solana 
Greg Spiewak 
Randy Take 
Terry Ticknor 
Troy Walker 
Amy Wasko 
Mark Wojan 
Joe Wolski 

 
Support Staff 
Rich Chochola 
Steve Dire 
Rytis Juzolenas 
Liz Goldrick 
Robert Morris 
Kathy Trapp  
Kelly Wojan 
 
  

 
 
In Memoriam 
 
Anthony Reynolds - Anthony was sworn in, and two days prior to his first day of work he 
collapsed while exercising. 
 
Mary Mendoza - Mary died unexpectedly, and was a current dispatcher at a combined dispatch 
facility that we share with the Pleasantview Fire District�
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BUDGET 
The Fire District’s budget is based on a fiscal year that ends on May 31. The following numbers are 
from the fiscal year of 2007-08. It should also be noted that in addition to the charts below, we have 
a cash reserve, as of May 31st, of $795,832. 
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   2007 Tax Rate Comparison 
�
�
�
�
�
�

Expenditures   
Personnel $4,174,830 
Professional Services $55,836 
Repairs and maintenance $210,396 
Utilities and fuel $134,176 
Debt $514,448 
Dispatch, phone & alarm $325,683 
Supplies $52,131 
Equipment $134,867 
Insurance $54,887 
Other $317,540 
  $5,974,794 

Revenue   
Alarm monitoring $17,740 
Ambulance fees $396,688 
Fire Prevention fees $27,250 
Foreign fire insurance $11,204 
Grant proceeds $22,450 
Interest $124,834 
Other miscellaneous $8,182 
Property taxes $5,182,611 
Replacement tax $41,665 
Deannexation tax $5,684 
Public Education classes $9,868 
Rental/lease  $9,747 
Training reimbursement $68,106 
Apparatus Maint. Reimb. $15,600 
  $5,941,629 
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SOUTHWEST UNITED FIRE DISTRICTS (SUFD) ��
 
SUFD is an intergovernmental cooperative between the Darien-Woodridge and 
Pleasantview Fire Districts. This agency operates a maintenance shop and a regional 
training academy. The “shops” handle all the repairs of both Districts fire vehicles. In 
addition, other fire departments, school districts, park districts and villages use them 
for vehicle repairs. The training academy schedules much of the routine shift training 
conducted by the Districts. In addition they teach basic and advanced firefighter 
academies and many other State certified classes to firefighters from throughout the 
state. The income from these operations reduces the costs the District would normally 
have to expend for vehicle maintenance and training. 
 
DIVISION REPORTS 
 
Building Maintenance – B/C Maggio 
Steve Dire, Building Maintenance Technician, works with B/C Maggio to ensure the proper maintenance of 
heating and cooling systems, troubleshoots electrical issues, mechanical issues and other repairs. They are 
assisted by on-duty crews. 
 
The Darien-Woodridge Fire District was the recipient of a grant from the Illinois Clean Energy Foundation 
that assisted in the replacing of apparatus bay floor lighting at Stations 2 and 3. The improvement in the 
lighting system is expected to reduce electric costs by half. Lt. Karasek prepared the grant and was 
instrumental in helping purchase these energy-saving lights. 
 
Emergency Medical Service – Lt Krakora 
The ambulance billing ordinance was updated and the way billing was done was changed to a flat fee based 
on level of care. This change resulted in faster payments from the insurance companies. As the work 
involved in processing bills is lower, the collection fee was reduced by 3%, all of which resulted in increased 
revenues. We now can transport patients to another area hospital with the opening of Bolingbrook Hospital 
early last year. A grant of $2,500 was received from Illinois Department of Public Health. This will allow the 
purchase of three laptop computers for the ambulances for reporting purposes and billing.  
 
Fire Prevention – Director Morris 
The goal of Fire Prevention is to prevent fires and accidents from happening, or if they should occur, to 
allow for the occupants to safely escape. There are some key areas within fire prevention.  The first is code 
enforcement. Fire inspectors make routine annual inspections of all public buildings to see that they are safe 
for the general public and the employees. The Fire Prevention Bureau also reviews the plans of any new 
public building or any building undergoing renovation, to make certain it will be constructed according to 
the fire codes. Our local municipalities have adopted the International Code Council’s Building and Fire 
Codes. 
 
The Fire Prevention Bureau performed 1582 activities during the year. There were 678 routine inspections 
by Fire Prevention, and 340 inspections conducted by shift personnel. As a part of various building projects 
114 final inspections were conducted on fire alarm system, sprinkler systems, fire pumps, hood and duct 
systems, and the like. There were 95 various plan reviews performed.  
 
There are 1,063 occupancies on file, which requires inspections by the Fire District or the Woodridge 
Housing Inspector. The breakdown of the occupancies and the business class follows. 
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Number of Occupancies by Building Class 

 

Assembly Business Day 
Care 

Educational Industrial  Institutional  Mercantile Multi-
Family 

Storage 

69 245 4 11 41 2 169 516 6 
6.4% 23% .03% 1% 3.8% 0.1% 15.8% 48.5% 0.5% 
 
With new construction at a minimum, the Bureau still worked on several bigger projects including the 
retrofit sprinkler system to St John’s Church on Cass, a new veterinary clinic on Cass, the Darien Park 
District, and additions to Lace school and Hollywood Boulevard Theatre. 
 
Finally, our Fire District participated in a historic national vote, passing a resolution to require fire sprinklers 
for single-family homes. This will become effective in 2011 through the International Code Council’s 
Residential Building Code. 
 
Public Education – Lt Tabisz 

 
An important part of public safety is education in various fire and 
life safety topics. The District’s public education officer makes 
presentations in all school classrooms, covering topics such as 
calling 9-1-1, cooking safety, first aid, and CPR. Presentations are 
done on a request basis to other adult and children’s groups in the 
community.  
 
In the summer months, an on-duty fire engine and ambulance are 
sent to local block parties where the residents can get an up-close 
look at our equipment, and have an opportunity to ask any questions 
about our organization. 

 
There were 474 man-hours put in on public education activities in 2008. Of that, 196 hours were off-duty. 
An estimated 7,800 people were contacted during 154 presentations in 19 different topic areas.  
 
Some of the bigger or more popular events are always block parties and 
parades, CPR classes, and our annual open house. Again this year we 
presented a seven-week CERT (Community Emergency Response 
Team) class. CERT classes offer instruction to community members on 
how to sustain themselves and help others in major emergencies. Some 
topics covered are first aid, use of fire extinguishers, light search and 
rescue and hazardous materials. This class is presented in conjunction 
with the Woodridge Police Department. CERT is one part of Citizen 
Corps, which the District has been involved with for four years. 
 
While not truly a “public education” event, this was the second year the District partnered with Wal-Mart 
and took many needy children from our district to buy Christmas presents for their families. All levels of the 
organization participate in this event and find it truly rewarding. 
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Portable Equipment – Lt Cooper 
Portable equipment consists of the wide variety of equipment that is carried by the various fire vehicles. 
Three thermal imaging cameras obtained from a grant through the Illinois Public Risk Fund were placed in 
service to allow us to “see in smoke” and to locate hot areas in buildings. Much of the repair work, such as 
hose repair and repair of hydraulic rescue equipment is done in-house to save money. A grant was submitted 
to the Small Equipment Grant Fund from the Office of the State Fire Marshal for air bags to be utilized in 
rescues. Thirty-one lengths of hose were purchased, some replaced pieces damaged at a gasoline truck fire. 
All ladders were certified by UL.  
 
Quartermaster – B/C Worden  
This division includes uniforms and bunker gear. Its purpose is to implement the district’s bunker gear repair 
and replacement program. In 2008, six sets of new bunker gear were purchased and placed in service. Many 
minor repairs are done to the bunker gear in-house, saving a great deal of money. 
 
Radios – B/C Worden 
This division handles the purchase, repair, upgrading, and any compliance issues relating to the radios 
mounted in the vehicles or the portable radios carried by personnel. Three new mobile radios were installed 
in Engine 631 and the BC car, and four new portable radios were purchased. All of the older crystal unit 
radios were taken out of service. Under an FCC mandate, two new mobile radios were purchased to replace 
older units. 
 
Safety – B/C Worden 
The Safety Committee is made of up full-time, part-time, and administrative personnel. Its function is to 
review and recommend needed safety items, review major purchases as it relates to safety, and to act as the 
accident review board. The District recently received a grant to purchase safety-related items and is looking 
through a list of items to purchase. 
  
Self Contained Breathing Apparatus – B/C Maggio 
This division consists of self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) and the breathing air compressor. Each 
firefighter must ensure that his SCBA is in working order at all times. Included in the SCBA is a P.A.S.S 
device (Personal Alert Safety System) that sends out an audible signal if a firefighter becomes incapacitated 
on the fire ground. These devices must be in optimal working order for firefighter safety. The compressor is 
used to refill empty SCBA tanks. Each full tank has approximately 20 minutes of working air. The breathing 
air compressor was completely overhauled in November. 
 
Training – Lt Mahn  
Due to the wide variety of incidents that the District may be called to, on-going training is crucial. Regular 
shift training is conducted each day. In addition, many individual attend outside classes lasting up to 40 
hours for specialty training. In 2008, members attended over 7,500 hours of training on a wide variety of 
topics. This includes routine in-house training as well as outside classes. Each member completed over 16 
hours of training on self-contained breathing apparatus, and participated in classroom and practical sessions 
for the annual drivers update. Two large-scale tower burns were conducted, with one being at night to satisfy 
the rules of the Illinois Department of Labor. Practical training was conducted with new ice rescue suits that 
were purchased. As part of a federal requirement, all members are National Incident Management System 
compliant. For more realistic training, and to reduce the chance of injuring our personnel, a rescue dummy 
was purchased. 
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Vehicle Maintenance – B/C Foley 
A new vehicle was purchased due to the promotion of a Deputy Chief. Older staff cars were sold to allow for 
this purchase. Some of the major vehicle repairs conducted were replacing springs on two engines, replacing 
shocks on one engine, and fixing a leaking water tank on an engine. All fire engines passed the annual pump 
tests. We were again denied a federal grant to replace the aging 619.  
 
During an ice storm in December, three vehicles slid off the road and were damaged while on an accident on 
an expressway ramp. One engine was out of service for a few weeks, until repairs could be made.  
 
The Darien-Woodridge Fire District maintains a fleet of 19 vehicles. They include 1 ladder truck, 3 fire 
engines, 1 rescue squad, 1 brush truck, 1 fire investigation unit, 1 Battalion Chief Vehicle, 3 ambulances, and 
8 other support vehicles.  
 
Each of the front line fire engines and ladder truck carry advanced life support equipment. In a medical 
emergency this allows paramedics on these units to begin advanced life support care prior to the arrival of 
the ambulance. 
 
Members on duty perform routine minor vehicle maintenance. Any major work requires the vehicle to be 
taken to the “shops” where certified mechanics complete the work.  
 

Major Front Line Vehicles 
 

Type Year 
Purchased 

Front Line  
Life Expectancy 

Mileage Replacement 
Cost Today 

Squad 616 1985 15 years 26,100 $300,000 
Truck 619 1992 15 years 108,300 $750,000 

Batt. Chief 680 2001 8 years 44,4000 $35,000 
Ambulance 614 2005 8 years 50,400 $175,000 
Ambulance 634 1999 8 years 96,200 $175,000 
Ambulance 635 1995 8 years 131,500 $175,000 

Engine 611 1990 10 years 131,000 $350,000 
Engine 621 2002 10 years 55,300 $350,000 
Engine 631 2001 10 years 73,500 $350,000 
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SPECIALTY TEAMS 
 
Fire Investigation – B/C Worden 
The Darien-Woodridge Fire District investigates all fires in an effort to determine the origin, cause, and 
circumstances of the fire. It is important to know whether the fire was caused by defective or hazardous 
materials or arson.  
 
FF Isley was added to the team this year. Darien-Woodridge team members were called out many times to 
assist Division 10 with investigations. B/C Worden continues to be one of the Team Leaders for the DuPage 
County Fire Investigation Task Force. A vehicle fire seminar, with live burns, was conducted at Darien-
Woodridge for Divison 10 team members. Members of this team include B/C Worden, B/C Maggio, B/C 
Foley, Lt Karasek, Lt Porter, Lt Dale, FF/PM Gorsky, FF/PM Isley, and FF/PM Witt. 
 
Hazardous Materials – B/C Maggio 

 
The District is a member of the Division 10 West 
Side Hazardous-Materials Team. B/C Maggio is 
also the Division 10 West Side Coordinator. In 
addition to handling hazardous materials incidents 
within the District, the Darien-Woodridge team 
stands ready to assist Division 10 member 
departments when needed. The most significant 
incident for 2008 was a gasoline tanker truck fire on 
the entrance ramp from Lemont Road to I-55.   
 
Over $13,500 was collected from a diesel spill on I-
55, and the gasoline tanker truck fire at Lemont and 
I-55. All team members participated in the required 
training. Members of this team include BC Maggio, 
Lt Mahn, Lt Cooper, and Lt Porter. 

 
Technical Rescue Team – B/C Foley 
In addition to fire and EMS calls, some District members are trained to respond to confined space rescue, 
high angle rescue, trench/excavation rescue, water-related emergencies, and structural collapse emergencies. 
As all of the events require a great deal of manpower, the District belongs to the Division 10 Technical 
Rescue Team. All members must attend and pass regular validation drills. 
 
A major change in this division was a 
switching from the Combined Area 
Response Team to the Division 10 
Technical Rescue Team, on December 
31st. This change gives the District better 
access to local resources in addition to 
state-wide resources, and maintains the 
costs involved with this team. FF/PM 
Tunk was added this year, making 
current team members B/C Foley, Lt 
Mahn, Lt Karasek, Lt Tabisz, Lt Dale, 
FF/PM Sanborn, FF Hobbs, FF/PM Witt, 
and FF/PM Tunk.  
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AWARDS/CERTIFICATIONS  
Each May, an awards ceremony is given to recognize new members, retiring members, those who achieve 
training certifications, have reached a milestone in years with the organization, and gone above and beyond 
the call of their routine job. The following personnel were recognized at the May 2008 ceremony: 
 
Awards 
 
Service Awards 
5 Years 
Erik Baran 
Anthony Hatcher 
J Vincent Phillips 
Thomas Cameli 
 
10 Years 
Richard Conner 
Joseph Molinari 
 
15 Years 
Steven Gorsky 
 
20 Years 
Terry Ticknor 
 
30 Years 
Wayne Messenger 
John Maggio  
Stephen Porter 
Carl Witt  
Steve Dire 
 
Award of Merit 
John Tabisz 
 
Lifesaving Award  
James Hobbs 
 
Employee of the Year 
Robert Morris 
 
Retirements 
Robert Tinucci 
   Chief Administrator 
Sam D’Agostino 
   Commissioner 

Certifications Attained  
 
Fire Service Vehicle 
Operator 
Mark Cooper 
Matthew Duffy 
Valerie Feld 
Brian Isley 
David Lambright 
J Vincent Phillips 
 
Haz Mat Incident 
Command 
Valerie Feld 
John Tabisz 
Richard Sanborn 
 
Vehicle and Machinery 
Operations 
Patrick Foley 
Brian Isley 
Shawn Lamb 
 
Fire Investigator 
Steven Gorsky 
 
Fire Officer 1 
Brian Isley 
Anthony Hatcher 

Fire Apparatus Engineer 
Keith Kaschub 
David Miller 
 
Haz Mat Operations 
Shawn Lamb 
 
Firefighter II 
Brian Skopec 
Jamie Tunk 
 
Technical Rescue 
Awareness 
Brian Skopec 
Jamie Tunk 
 
Haz Mat Awareness 
Brian Skopec 
Jamie Tunk
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DARIEN-WOODRIDGE FIRE DISTRICT, BY THE NUMBERS…  
 
The average age of a firefighter is 38 
 
The average time with the District is 11.8 years 
 
The Fire District responded to 2,693 incidents, involving 10,276 man-hours  
 
The 2,693 incidents required a total of 5,491 vehicle responses 
 
There were 7.37 calls per day 
 
There was one call every 3.25 hours 
 
There was one medical call every 5.71 hours 
 
There was one non-medical call every 7.55 hours 
 
The average length of time for all incidents was 47 minutes 
 
The average length of time for a medical call was 1 hour 3 minutes 
 
The average length of time for a non-medical call was 26 minutes 
 
Mutual aid was requested 236 times 
 
Mutual aid was provided 246 times 
 
The average response time for the first unit to arrive was 5 minutes 20 seconds 
 
The average response time for the second unit to arrive was 6 minutes 46 seconds 
 
Total fire loss was $375,750 
 
The total value of the property that was involved in the fires was $7,085,200. This equates to a 
“value saved” of 94.67% 
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Types of Responses 
 

 2008 2007 2006 2005 
Fires 89 92 93 133 

Building 55 51 56 66 
Vehicle 11 10 19 16 
Other 23 31 18 51 

Overpressure/Ruptures 1 1 4 1 
EMS 1534 1474 1460 1367 

Hazardous Conditions 112 97 89 95 
Service Calls 114 155 104 190 
Good Intent 178 183 148 172 

False 664 668 609 733 
Other 1 3 7 3 
Total 2,693 2,640 2,515 2,694 

330,425
954,135657,575457,425321,000

479,534 90,280 376,750

6,428,000
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MOST UNUSUAL INCIDENTS 
 

                                                                               April 2 
 
 
In mid-afternoon, a semi-truck carrying almost 8,000 
gallons of gasoline was exiting Lemont Road to 
enterI-55. During his turn, the vehicle overturned 
and ignited. The driver was burned and ended up at a 
local burn center.  
 
 

 
 

                                     
Photos courtesy of Chief Gordon Nord 

The resulting fire required a second alarm assignment 
including a crash truck from Chicago’s Midway Airport, 
before the fire was extinguished. The estimated loss was 
$220,000. 
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November 16 
 

Following a busy evening, and while 
working at an accident with entrapment, a 
light airplane was reported to crash in an 
unincorporated near the Brookeridge 
subdivision. A Cessna airplane, while on an 
approach to the landing strip, clipped the 
top of a nearby home, hit some tall 
evergreen trees, and then flipped upside 
down. Upon arrival of emergency 
personnel the occupant had left the scene. 
The Woodridge Police Department later 
picked him up at a relative’s home. The 
plane was totaled, and minor damage was 
sustained to the house. 
 

 
 
INCIDENTS WITH LOSSES OVER $25,000 
 
January 4    7905 Knottingham Circle   $  27,000 
     Townhouse fire 
     Cause: Faulty fireplace 
     
May 30    2020 Ridge     $  40,000     
     Apartment building 

 Bathroom fire 
     Cause: Combustibles too close to heat source 
 
August 8    8210 Lemont     $  50,000 
     House fire 
     Cause: Lightning strike 
 
 

 
 
 
7905 Knottingham Cricle, 

January 4, 2008 
 

This incident was 
detected by our 

personnel while they 
were driving past the 

building. 
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NEW HIRES  
 
 

 
                             New FF/PM Robin Skamser 
Commissioner Ed Cryer, Robin Skamser and Commissioner Jim McGill 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                             New FF/PM Jimmy Lahanis and FF/PM Jay Breitsameter 

                                                                                                          Commissioner Jim McGill, Chief Messenger, Jimmy Lahanis, Jay Breitsameter, 
                                                                                                           Commissioner Ed Cryer and Commissioner Leo Rasp. 
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PROMOTIONS 
 

 
    
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
                             Seth Dale promoted to Lieutenant  
   Chief Messenger, Lt. Tom Mahn, Director Bob Morris, Lt. Seth Dale, 
      FF Randy Take, FF/PM Vince Phillips, FF/PM Steven Gorsky 

 
                                                                                                               Dave Lambright being sworn in to the position of Deputy Chief 

                                                                                                            Chief Messenger, Dave Lambright and Board of Trustees President Bob Klein 
 

 
                   Wayne Messenger being sworn in to the position of  
     Fire Chief / Administrator by Board of Trustees President Bob Klein 


