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Date: February 16, 2010

For Immediate Release

House Fire

On February 14, at approximately 4:57 PM, a 911 call was received for a possible chimney fire
at 5701 Elinor, in unincorporated Downers Grove. Fire crews arrived less than five minutes later
and noticed smoke coming from the porch roof, by a fireplace chimney. The fire was quickly
extinguished, and the area around the fire was overhauled to make certain that no hidden fires
existed.

An investigation revealed that the cap for the fireplace chimney, that attaches to the roof line,
was not secure and bird nesting materials had built-up around the pipe. When the fireplace was
ignited, the heat from the metal chimney caused the nesting materials to ignite. This in turn
ignited the structural roof members of the porch.

There were two occupants home at the time of the fire and they were not displaced. No injuries
were reported, and initial damage estimates are placed at $7,000. Darien-Woodridge fire units
were assisted by Lisle-Woodridge, Pleasantview, and Downers Grove Fire Departments.

The Darien-Woodridge Fire District would like to remind anyone with fireplaces to have the
chimney inspected on a regular basis. This will make certain that no bricks or mortar are loose,
and that there is no build-up of combustible materials around the chimney stack.
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